

OFF 

Gfftcial. adj. [official^ Fr. from office.] 

Conducive ; appropriate with regard to their ufe. 

In this animal are the guts, the ftomach, and other parts 
official unto nutrition, which, were its aliment the empty re¬ 
ception of air, their provilions had been fuperfiuous. Brown. 

2. Pertaining to a pu’blick charge. 

The tribunes 

Endue you with the people’s voice. Remains 
That in th’ official marks inverted, you 
Anon do meet the fenate. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

th-Fi'ciAL. n.f. 

Official is that perfon to whom the cognizance of caufes 
is committed by fuch as have ecclefiaftical jurifdibHon. Ayl. 

A poor man found a prieft over familiar with his wife, and 
becaufe he fpake it abroad and could not prove it, the prieft 
fued him before the bifhop’s official for defamation. Camden . 
Offi'cialty. n.f [officialitc, Fr. from official.'] The charge 
or port of an official. 

The office of an officialty to an archdeacon. Alylffe. 

To Officiate, v. a . [from office. ] To give, in confequence 
of office. 

All her number’d ftars that feem to rowl 
Spaces incomprehenfible, for fuch 
Their diftance argues, and their fwift return 
Diurnal, merely to officiate light 

Round this opacous earth, this punctual fpot. Milton . 
To Officiate, v. n. 

1. To difcharge an office, commonly in worfhip. 

No minilTer officiating in the church, can with agoodcon- 
fdence omit any part of that which is commanded by the 
aforefaid law. Sanderfon. 

Who of the bifhops or priefts that officiates at the altar, 
in the places of their fepulchres, ever faid we offer to thee 
Peter or Paul ? Stillingfleet. 

To prove curates no fervants, is to refcue them from that 
contempt which they will certainly fall into under this no¬ 
tion ; which confidering the number of perfons officiating this 
way, muft be very prejudicial to religion. Collier. 

2. To perform an office for another. 

Offici'nal. adj. [from officina , a {hop.] Ufed in a {hop, or 
belonging to it: thus officinal plants and drugs are thofe ufed 
in the {hops. 

OFFICIOUS, adj. [ officieux , Fr. officiofus, Lat.] 

1. Kind ; doing good offices. 

Yet, not to earth are thofe bright luminaries 
Officious ; but to thee, earth’s habitant. Milt. P. Lofl. 

2. Importunely forward. 

You are too officious 

In her behalf that fcorns your fervices. Shakefp. 

At Taunton they killed in fury an officious and eager com- 
miffioner for the fubrtdy. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Cato, perhaps 

I’m too officious, but my forward cares 
Would fain preferve a life of fo much value. Addifon. 
Offi'ciously. adv. [from officious.'] 

1. Importunately forward. 

The moft corrupt are moft obfequious grown. 

And thofe they fcorn’d, officioujly they own. Dry den. 

Flatt’ring crouds officioujly appear. 

To give themfelves, not you, an happy year. Dryd. 

2. Kindly ; with unafked kindnefs. 

Let thy goats officioujly be nurft, 

And led to living ftreams to quench their thirft. Dryd. 
Offi'ciousness. n. f [from officious.] 

1. Forwardnefs of civility, or refpect, or endeavour. Com¬ 
monly in an ill fenfe. 

I {hew my officioujnefs by an offering, though I betray my 
poverty by the meafure. South s Serm . 

2 . Service. 

In whom is required underftanding as in a man, courage 
and vivacity as in a lion, fervice and minifterial officioufnefs as 
in the ox, and expedition as in the eagle. Brown's F. Err. 
O'ffing. n.f [from off] The aa of fleering to a diftance 

from the land. nr, 

O'ffset. n.f. [off ^ Ml Sprout; {hoot of a plant. 

' They are multiplied not only by the feed, but many alfo 
by the root, pro&ing offsets or creeping under ground. Ray. 

Some plants are railed from any part of the root, others 
bv offsets , and in others the branches fet in the ground will 
take root. 

Offscou'ring. n.f [off znd four.] Recrement; part rubbed 

away in cleaning any thing. . , r r . , ., a 

Thou haft made us as the offscourmg and refufe in the midit 
of the people. Lam. iii. 45. 

Offspring, n.f. [off zndfpring.] 

1. Propagation ; generation. 

All things coveting to be like unto God in being ever, that 
which cannot hereunto attain perfonally, doth feem to con¬ 
tinue itfelf by offspring and propagation. 

2. The thing propagated or generated ; children ; delcend- 

ents* 
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When the fountain of mankind 
Did draw corruption, and God’s curfe, by fin; 

This was a charge, that all his heirs did bind, 

And all his offspring grew corrupt therein. 7Y,. * 

To the Gods alone 

Our future offspring , and our wives are known. J) r g 
His principal a&or is the fon of a goddefs, not to men¬ 
tion the offspring of other deities. ~ Addiion's Stettahr 
3. Production of any kind. 

Tho’ both fell before their hour. 

Time on their offspring hath no pow’r ; 

Nor fire nor fate their bays {hall blaft. 

Nor death’s dark vail their days o’ercaft. Denham 

To OFFU'SCATE. v. a. [offufco , Lat. offufquer , Fr.] To 
dim ; to cloud ; to darken. 

Offusca'tion. n.f. [from offufcate.] The aft of darkening 
Oft. adv. [op:, Saxon.] Often ; frequently ; not rarely°' 
not feldom. ' * 

In labours more abundant, in ftripes above meafure in 
prifons more frequent, in deaths oft. 2 Cor. ii. 2-1 

It may be a true faith, for fo much as it is; it is one part 
of true faith, which is oft miftaken for the whole. Hamm 
Favours to none, to all {he fmiles extends, 

Oft {he rejects, but never once offends: Po.Ra. Locke. 

O'ften. adv. [from opt, Saxon; in the comparative, oftner- 
fuperlative, oftneft.] Oft; frequently; many times; not 
feldom. 

The queen that bore thee, 

Oftner upon her knees than on her feet, 

Died ev’ry day {he liv’d. Shakefp. Macheth: 

Ufe a little wine for thy ftomach’s fake, and thine often 
infirmities. 1 Tim. v. 23. 

In journeying often, in perils in the wildernefs. 2 Cor. ii. 26. 
Who does not more admire Cicero as an author, than as 
a conful of Rome, and does not oftner talk of the celebrated 
writers of our own country in former ages* than of any 
among their contemporaries ? Addifon's Freeholder. 

Oftenti'mes. adv. \often and times. From the competition 
of this word it is reafonable to believe, that oft was once an 
adjective, of which often was the plural; which feems re¬ 
tained in the phrafe thine often infirmities. See Often.] 
Frequently ; many times ; often. 

Is our faith in the bleffed trinity a matter needlefs, tobefo 
oftentimes mentioned and opened in the principal part of that 
duty which we owe to God, our public prayer? Hooker. 

The difficulty was by what means they could ever arrive 
to places oftentimes fo remote from the ocean. IVoodw. 

It is equally neceffary that there {hould be a future ftate, 
to vindicate the juftice of God, and folve the prefent irre¬ 
gularities of providence, whether the beft men be often¬ 
times only, or always the moft miferable. A tier bur]. 

OfttTmes. adv. [oft and times.] Frequently; often. 
Ofttimes nothing profits more 
Than felf-efteem, grounded on juft and right, 

Well manag’d. Milton's Paradije Lof, b. viii. 

Ofttimes before I hither did refort. 

Charm’d with the converfation of a man 
Who led a rural life. Dryden and Lee. 

Oge'e. 7 n.f. Is a fort of moulding in architecture, confift- 
Ogive. 5 ing of a round and a hollow ; it is almoftin the 
form of an S, and is the fame with what Vitruvius cals 
cima. Cima reverfa, is an ogee with the hollow downwards. 

Hams. 

To O'gle. v. a. [oogh, an eye, Dutch.] To view with fide 
glances, as in fondnefs ; or with a defign not to be hesde . 
From their high fcaffold with a trumpet cheek, 

And ogling all their audience, then they fpeak. Df n ' 
If the female tongue will be in motion, why {hould it no 
be fet to go right ? Could they talk of the different a pec- 
and conjunctions of the planets, they need not be at tie 
pains to comment upon oglings and clandeftine marriages. 

Addifon's Guardian, N • * 55 - 

Whom is he ogling yonder ? himfelf 

O'GLER. n.f. [oogbder, Dutch.] A fly gazer; one who views 

by fide glances. . .-u» nf' 

' Upon the difufe of the neck-piece, the whole trib 
offers flared the fair fex in the neck rather than in the » * 

* Addifon's Guardian, N°. l 

Jack was a prodigious ogler ; he would ogle you t e 0^ 
fide of his eye inward, and the white upward. /’ 
O'glio. n.f [from olla, Spanifti.] A difti made y o 3 
different kinds of meat; a medley ; a hotchpotc . ^ 

Thefe general motives of the common goo , ^ 

fo much as once offer up to your lordfliip, thoug G ^ 
ftill the upper end ; yet, like great oglio s, they ra 1 

a {hew than provoke appetite. nn inions 

Where is there fuch an oglio or medley of various p 
in the world again, as thofe men entertain in ^ 
without any fcruple as to the diverfity of their - Qhadts. 


©ns ? 


He 





e English 



kethatieeps an open houfe, {hould confider that there 
JzZs i guefts, as well as of dirties, arid that tne liberty 
of a common table is as good as a tacit invitanon fo^aJ^for^s 

Oh^ Tnterffi- An exclamation denoting pain, forrow, or fur- 

pnfe * He, 

Like rfuli acorn’d boar, a churning oil, 

Cry’d oh ! and mounted. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

Oh m 1 all the horfe have got over the river, what {hall 

. "p Walton's Angler. 

yve do 1 * 

My eyes confefs it; 

My/very action fpeaks my heart aloud ; 

Bu \yh, the madnefs of my high attempt 
Speks louder yet! > Dryden's Spanijh Friar. 

OIL. nf [ooel, Saxon; oleum, Latin.] 

, Theuice of olives expreffed. 

Bug pure oil olive beaten for the light. Ex. xxvii. 20. 

2. Antfat, greafy, unctuous, thin matter. 

Iimoft birds there is only one gland; in which are di- 
vermeils, ending in two or three larger cells, lying under 
the ipple of the oil bag. Derham s Phyfco-Theol. 

3. T! juices of certain vegetables, expreffed or drawn by the 
ftilJvithout fermentation, or after the fpirit. 

il with chemifts called fulphur, is the fecond of their hy- 
poaticai, arid of the true five chymical principles. It is an 
inlmmable, unctuous, fubtile fubftance, which ufually rifes 
afr the fpirit. The chemifts attribute to this principle all 
th diverfity of colours, and all the beauty and deformity. 
ItWeetens the acrimony of halts, and by flopping or filling 
u the pores of a mixt body, keeps it longer from corrup¬ 
ts, where it abounds. There are two forts of oil which 
*m to be mixt with fpirit; for it can never be drawn pure, 
id which will fwim upon water, fuch as oil of anifeed and 
vender, which the chemifts call effential, and is commonly 
rawn in a limbeck with ftore of water : and another kind 
ftiich probably is mixt with falts ; and thefe will fink in 
ilr'ater, fuch as the oil of guiacum and cloves. Harris. 

After this expreffed oil, we made trial of a diftilled one; and 
for that purpofe made choice of the common oil or fpirit; Boyle. 
F o Oil. v. a. [from the noun.] To iinear or lubricate with 
oil. 

The men fell a rubbing of armour, which a great while 
had Iain oiled. Wotton. 

Amber will attradl ftraws thus oiled, it will convert the 
needles of dials, made either of brafs or iron, although they 
bd much oiled, for in thofe needles confifting free upon their 
center there can be no adhefion. Brown's V. Err. 

Swift oils many a fpring which Harley moves. Swift. 
OIlcolour. n.f. [oil and colour .] Colour made by grinding 
coloured fubftances in oil. 

Oilcolours, after they are brought to their due temper, may 
be preferved long in fome degree of foftnefs, kept all the 
while under wat^r. Boyle. 

Oi'liness. n.f. [Horn oily.] Undluoufnefs ; greafmefs ; qua¬ 
lity approaching to that of oil. 

Bafil hath fat and ftlcculent leaves ; which oilinefs, if drawn 
forth by the fun, will make a very great change. Bacon. 
Wine is inflammable, fo as it hath a kind of oilinefs. Bac. 
Smoke from un&uous bodies and fuch whofe oilinej's is evi¬ 
dent, he nameth nidor. Brown's Vulgar Err. 

Chyle has the fame principles as milk, vifeidity from the 
cafeous parts, an oilinefs from the butyraceous parts, and an 
acidity from the tartareous. Flyer. 

The flefli of animals which live upon other animals, is 
moft antiacid ; though offenfive to the ftomach fometimes 
by reafon of their oilinefs. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Oilman, n. f. [oil and man.] One who trades in oils and 
pickles. 

Oi lshop. n.f. [oil and fhop.] A {hop where oils and pickles 
are fold. 

Oi'ly. adj. [from oil. J 

1. Confifting of oil; containing oil ; having the qualities of oil. 

I he like cloud, if it were oily or fatty, will not difcharge • 
not becaufe it fticketh fafter, but becaufe air preyeth upon 
water and flame, and fire upon oil. Bacon's Nat. Hill 

Flame is groffer than grofs fire, by reafon of the mixture 
with it of that vifeous oily matter, which, being drawn out of 
the wood and candle, ferves for fewel. Di<?by 

n Wat ty fubftances are more apt to putrify than oily. Bacon 
2 - rat; greafy. 

I his oily rafeal is known as well as Paul’s ; 

Go call him forth. Shakefp. Henry IV 

Oi'lygrain. n.f. A plant. JP nemyiM, 

Tile flowers are produced from the wings of the leaves with- 
mt an y i oou!al . the flower cup confifts of one leaf, divided 
mo five long (lender (egments; the flower is of one leaf, 

‘ifehftl i A th e fox -S lovc i 'he pointat, which 
lone fo ml ‘ ? “ th f flowcr ’ aft erward becomes an oB- 
ar A 1 corncr ed pod, divided into four diftindt cells, which 
• v r 'T !ete with efculent feeds. Miller< 
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It o-rows in great plenty on the coaft of Gurney, 
CapeVerd ifland, where it grows as high as the mam malt 
of a Ihip. But thefe trees have been tranfplanted to Jamaica 
and Barbados; in both which places they thrive very well. 
The inhabitants make an oil from the pulp of the fruit, and 
draw a wine from the body of the trees, which inebriates ; 

and with the rind of thefe trees they make mats to lie on 

Miller. 

To OINT. v. a. [oint, French.] To anoiht; to fmear with 

foniething undluous. , * 

They oint their naked limbs with mother d oil. 

Or from the founts where living fulphurs boil. 

They mix a med’eine to foment their limbs. Dryden . 

Ifmarus was not wanting to the war. 

Directing ointed arrows from afar; ? , 

And death with poifon arm’d. Dryden's AEneis . 

Oi'ntment. n.f [from oint.] Lnguent; unctuous mattei to 
fmear any thing. 

Life and long health that gracious ointment gave, 

And deadly wounds could heal, and rear again 
The fenfelefs corpfe appointed for the grave. Fairy 
O'ker. n.f. [See Ochre.] A colour. 

And Klaius taking for his younglings cark. 

Left greedy eyes to them might challenge lay, 

Bufy with oker did their {houlders mark. Sidney . 

Red oker is one of the moft heavy colours ; yellow oker is 
not fo, becaufe it is clearer. Dry den's Dufrefnoyi 

OLD. adj. [ealb, Saxon ; alt , German.] 

1. Paft the middle part of life ; not young. 

To old age fince you your felf afpire. 

Let not old age difgrace my high deftre. Sidney . 

He wooes high and low, rich and poor, young and old . 

Shakefp. Merry Wives of Wind , 

2. Of‘ long continuance; begun long ago. 

When Gardiner was fent over as embaffador into France, 
with great pomp, he faid unto an old acquaintance of his that 
came to take his leave of him, Now I am in my gloriapatri'. 
Yea, faid his friend, and I hope, et nunc el femper. Or, 
replied the bifhop, if it pleale the king my mafter, feat 
eratih principio , a poor fcholar of Cambridge again. 

Camden's Remains , 

3. Not new. 

The vine beareth more grapes when it is young; tut grapes 
that make better wine when it is old ; for that the juice is 
better conco&ed. Bacon's Nat. Hi/lory . 

4. Ancient; not modern. 

The Genoefe are cunning, induftrious, and inured to hard- 
fliip ; which was likewife the charabter of the old Ligurians. 

Addifon oft Italy* 

5. Of any fpecified duration. 

How old art thou ? Not fo young, Sir, to love a woman 
for ftnging ; nor fo old to doat on her for any thing. I have 
years on my b^ck forty-eight. Shakefp. King Lear . 

Plead you to me, fair dame, I know you not. 

In Ephefus I am but two hours old. 

As Arrange unto your town as to your talk. Shakefp. 

, Any man that {hall live to fee thirty perfons defeended of 
his body alive together, and all above three years old, makes 
this feaft, which is done at the coft of the ftate. Bacon . 

6. Subfifting before fomething elfe. 

The Latian king, unlefs he fhall fubrnit. 

Own his old promife, and his new forget, 

Let him in arms the pow’r of Turnus°prove. Dryd. 

He muft live in danger of his houfe falling aboiit his ears, 
and will find it cheaper to build it again from the ground in 
a new form; which may not be fo convenient as the old 

7- Long praftifed. ^ ^ ^ 

Then faid I unto her that was old in adulteries, will they 
now commit whoredoms with her ? Ezek. xxiii. J 

8. A word to figmfy m burlefque language,- more than enough. 

Here will be old Utis; it will be an excellent ftratagenr 

tx i , . . Shakefpcare's Henry IV. p. ii. 

Here s a knocking indeed ; if a man were porter of hell 

- nJP > hoUc * have old turning the key. Shake ft) 

9. Of old', long ago ; from ancient times. J 

Thefe things they cancel, as having been inftituted in re¬ 
gard of occafions peculiar to the times of old, and as beincx 

n0W m r r U r • Hooker , b. v. f qc° 

Whether fuch virtue fperit of old now fail’d J ^* 
More angels to create. yty.y, p T n , . 

^ an l d . the ' re is* Hefperia nam’d of old, ' * 1 

The foil is fruitful, and the men are bold ; 

Now call d Italia, from the leader’s name Dnden 

In days eg old there liv’d of mighty fame S 

A valiant prince, and Thefeus was his name. 7W 

obflflem cuflo'm. ^ W Fonned accord,ng'to 

Some are offended that I turned thefe tales into modern 
18 U Englifh; 










































































































































